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Train station project stalls due to
financial troubles
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Peter Caty/The Mirror

Plans to build a new train station in Fairfield to alleviate parking problems and overcrowded trains may not come anytime
soon due to town financial difficulties.

Attention Fairfield student-interns: Relief from
peak hour train rides into New York City and lack of
parking may be postponed due to the current financial
status of the "Fairfield Metro Center" project.
Fairfield citizens present at the Residential Town
Meeting (RTM) at Osbourne Hill School Monday
night voiced their concerns to First Selectman Kenneth Flatto and Town Attorney Richard Saxl that the
tri-partite project to build a third train station off lower
Black Rock Turnpike may be stalled indefinitely due to
BlackRock Realty LLC's recent financial troubles.
A third train station, according to a meeting handout from Selectman Flatto, would reduce traffic, reduce
accidents on 1-95 and promote economic development,
among other positives.
The project is financed by the state, town and
private developer BlackRock Realty LCC. BlackRock
is a joint venture between Wittek Development LLC
and Rugby Realty Company Inc.
Flatto recently sought about $28 million in stimulus funds from Connecticut designated for mass transit
projects. The money "would go to pay for Black Rock's
portion of the public project, as well as the town's costs
to build the 1,500-space commuter lot," according to
a March 13 article in the Connecticut Post.
Flatto said, however, that Gov. Jodi Rell's office
would be allocating these funds and "the money
would be used to build the road, parking lot and

drainage for the train station," and not for commercial
use by BlackRock, according to a March 14 article in
the Connecticut Post.
In January, TD Banknorth moved to foreclose on
the Metro Center property owned by BlackRock due
to the firm's halting of payments on a $20 million loan
from the bank.
Kurt Wittek, principal of BlackRock Realty, LCC,
appeared before the RTM Monday night to address town
concerns that his company would not be able to continue
financing the project.
"This time in our history is different than all others,"
he said. "This in no way renders our ability to do this
project. I'm absolutely certain we can resolve the issues
before us; we possess significant financial resources.
We have invested $28 million into this project and we
won't walk away."
The original plan called for a 1.1 million square foot
Metro Center train station on 35 acres of land. Currently,
the state Department of Transportation (DOT) is building the bridge as part of the project, but the commercial
development remains at a standstill. The contract for the
project says that the town will build the road and parking lot on land donated by BlackRock, according to the
Connecticut Post.
Under section 6.3 of the contract, BlackRock committed to building a train depot within five years and to
post a $500,000 letter of credit to the town in case it failed
SEE "CITIZENS" ON P.
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Racial disparity
still exists
despite Obama's
election
BY
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"Stag pride on Fridays ... or
lack thereof" — Why hasn't
Fairfield Fridays caught on?
See p. 5

Who is Spencer Thibodeau?
Meet next year's Senate Vice
Chair. See p. 8

MIKAELA TIERNEY

Egan Chapel was packed full of people
— they stood by the doorways and sat on the
windowsills, craning their necks to see the
speaker at the lectern.
Tim Wise, renowned anti-racism speaker
and author of four books, spoke at the University on Monday, March 23. Numerous University
departments and organizations contributed to
assist in bringing Wise to Fairfield, another stop
in his national speaking tour. He drew a diverse
audience; not only were students, faculty and
administrators in attendance, but citizens of
the greater community from as far as Stamford
helped to fill the room's seats.
Wise's latest book, "Between Barack and
a Hard Place: Race and Whiteness in the Age
of Obama," was just released and was the
main focus of his lecture. Upon beginning
SEE "WISE" ON P.
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TO SEE
SUPER DUPER
WEENIE'S

Do you like big, juicy weenies?
The Food Network's Guy Fieri clearly does, as he featured
Fairfield's own Super Duper Weenie on the March 16 airing of
his show, "Diners, Drive-ins and Dives."

NETWORK SEGMENT

rr!

www.fairfieldmirror.com

"CD sales may be going
down, but the real issue isn't
in the numbers." See p. 9

Hot doggin' it
FOOD

2

JUST CLICK

Jon Ollwerther/The Mirror

Gary Zemola, left, and John Pellegrino, right, are all smiles at the Super Duper
Weenie grill. Having just been guests on Food Network's "Diners, Drive-ins and
Dives" who wouldn't be happy? Super Duper Weenie is located at 306 Black Rock
Turnpike, across from Syms, and the business' truck is on-campus behind the BCC
every Wednesday from 11 a.m. til 2 p.m.

Watch this week's
"Word on the Street"
video on students'
thoughts about parking.

SEE "SUPER" ON P.
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"Safer at home" — Coverage of baseball. See p. 16
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Read The Mirror online as Exclusive online content
an electronic paper. Click on including stories and
e-Mirror on the top bar.
blogs.
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Don't believe everything you read

Williams as the cheater.
A Public Safety official told The Mirror, "We
The University cheating scandal finally came to a caught him red-handed as well as red-faced, redclose today, revealing former FUSA President Hutch bellied and red-backed.
"I saw that some grades were Stag-negative
and needed to be changed to Stag-positive."
said Williams.
The former "head Stag." as his cronies called
him. is currently working in the Athletics Department as a towel boy.
100A
Williams got into the system not through a contact
FUSA
in Computing and Networking Services (CNS) like
presida1"
many thought, but through a Prichard worker who is
in charge of informational and technological systems
as well as bathroom maintenance.
In response to the incident. FUSA President
Josh Sizemore announced that the University would
be switching to a Gmail-based system, or Google
e-mail. When asked what Gmail would accomplish.
Sizemore said. "I am not sure but I very rarely check
my e-mail anyway."
Giles BonoAThe Mirror
Sizemore wanted to remind the University
Former FUSA President Hutch Williams is not so happy today, community that despite the incident, "Sizemore
HAM

IDO*

BURGLAR

still matters."
University officials said that they do not anticipate
the incident to happen again because the Internet is so
Administrators have no set course of action but anticipate Williams will continue his role at Fairfield and
deliver a dual commencement address on educational and
business ethics, alongside Bernie Madoff of The Madoff
Investment Fund.
Professors were upset when the Academic Vice
President's office issued Williams an honorary degree and
a lifetime supply of red T-shirts for the unneeded stress
he has endured during the revealing of his name.
Student and faculty members remain outraged that
the student has been allowed to graduate with seemingly
no punishment, except the stigma of rooting for a basketball team that never won when he was a student.
Williams is also currently under investigation for allegedly embezzling funds earmarked for the proposed golden
stag statue in order to pay for his body paint addiction.
Stay tuned for on-going coverage of this story.

Troubled waters
University announces new
off-campus policy, no students
to be released next year
BY S.L.

PALIN

Due to the decreased amount of incoming freshmen
and a tight economic budget, the University has announced that no students will be able to live off-campus
after the 2009-2010 academic year.
The decision came after a number of money-gathering options were considered; a campus-wide e-mail cited
disallowing beach residency would ease many of the
financial and social problems the University must face
with the controversial Off-Campus Boarder Lottery.
"The decision to keep all students on campus is
one that not only would move us in the direction of that
strategic plan thing, but it would give less fodder to the
endless amounts of student complaints asking why only
some people are allowed to live at the beach," according
to the e-mail.
The Office of Residence Life rejoiced in its office
in the lower level of the Barone Campus Center after
hearing the news, eating cake and reminiscing about
times when hate mail and angry calls flooded the office,
according to one student witness.
"It's just easier to tell the senior class now that they
can't get off campus ever," said one Residence Life staff
member. "Because God knows we all already hear it
from the half of them who don't get off campus."
As such, Apartment Complex singles will be turned
into doubles, townhouses will hold twice as many people
as currently exists and all the lounges in the freshmen
buildings will be turned into dorm rooms.
With such housing changes, many students
express outrage.
"I can't believe this," said Hans Brown '11. "I've
been planning to live at the Beach since high school.
Now, what am I going to do with that yellow bikini I
bought two years ago?"
"This is never going to fly," said Christina Sporcle
'12. "I'm not living in the kitchen of a townhouse!"
Students of social justice clubs are planning to hold
a hunger strike from Barone cafeteria; Sodexo management was unavailable for comment.

Economics Professor Phil Lane underwent facial reconstruction surgery over Spring Break in an effort to trim
years off his appearance. "Himself, I feel 20 years younger," said Lane. "Before I wasn't able to look in my cahr's
rearview mirrah without feeling ashamed at how I had let myself go. Now I'm like the Boston Red Sox. They got
rid of 86 years, I took off 20."

Bridgeport man wanders into Fairfield
BY CLAYTON BIGSBY

A local Bridgeport man, who fell asleep on the bus, awoke
Sunday after reaching the end of the bus route in Fairfield. Attempting to walk back to the city, he inadvertently stumbled
onto Fairfield's campus.
Walking through the town and surrounding area, the man
was struck by the multitude of wealthy people and rich, opulent
houses and stores.
Then, he approached the Fairfield University campus. The
man made it as far as the Barone Campus Center after walking
up the hill near Bellarmine Hall past the pond and the lawn.
"I've never seen anything so beautiful," the unidentified
man said as tears filled his eyes, according to witnesses.
The man became confused and puzzled by the inundation
of North Faces, Uggs, Lacoste, Polo and designer clothes.
He was met with stares from a crowd of students who had
never seen someone from Bridgeport before.
"To be honest, I was a little scared," said Christina Rose-

blum '11. "One of the main reasons I applied to Fairfield was
that it was No. 2 in homogenous population.
"Although, my parents were a little concerned since it
was so close to a city."
However, other students were more sympathetic.
"I totally relate, brah," said Keith Fitzpatrick '10.
"Lil' Wayne's my boy, yo. I'm from the hard streets of
Bergen County."
The Bridgeport man was quickly detained by Public Safety
before he could see anymore.
"Our cloaking spell must have worn off," said Public
Safety Chief Kingsley Shacklebolt. "Those people aren't supposed to be able to see our campus. To outsiders, it appears to
be just another Black Rock package store."
President of Student Affairs Archibald Winston III agreed
that the incident should never have happened.
"It's bad enough we force our students to go into that area
for some home basketball games," he said. "We don't need it
following us back here."

April Fools' Issue 2009 - Happy April Fools' Day! (Flip the page to see the regular edition of The Mirror)
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where if March Madness lasted all year, no one would ever pass a class.
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Wise says
America still
racially
unequal

BY COURTNEY KERN

Diverse concert announcement
Loyola Marymount's "College Fest" concert
on Sunday, March 29 will host three bands; Rebelution, Cold War Kids and Shiny Toy Guns.
This will be the University's first outdoor
concert. Each band will have a set lasting about
one hour. The concert will start at 4 p.m. because
of neighbors of the University.
They chose three acts, all of different genres,
to cater to everyone's personal taste. Past "College
Fest" concerts featured Hellogoodbye, Common and
Wyclef Jean.
ASLMU President John O'Connor described the
theme of this year's headliners as acoustic.
Source: The Los Angeles Loyolan

Miekla Tiemey/The Mirror

Tim Wise, a prominent author and expert on dismantling racism, spoke at
the Egan Chapel on Monday night.
CONTINUED FROM P.

University introduces plus-minus grading
Starting this fall, professors at Loyola New Orleans
may add a plus-minus grading system. This new system
is optional and flexible as professors may use only
minuses or only pluses in their grade books. A-, B-,
and C- are introduced while there is no D-. Majors at
Loyola that require a C to pass will not accept C- grades
to continue on.
Cade Cipriano, Student Government Association
President said, "Loyola does not have a University-wide
standard scale for grading. The range between each letter
grade will be determined by individual faculty members
and not by course."
Additionally, transfer's grades of C- at other schools
will not be accepted as "passing transfer credit."
Source: The Maroon

Apple Store to be built in historic area
Apple Inc. will be opening a store in Georgetown
on Wisconsin Avenue after receiving permission from
the Old Georgetown Board and the U.S. Commission of
Fine Arts. Before construction can start, however, Apple
still needs a permit from D.C.
The boards were first introduced to Apple's plans
in September 2007. It has taken two years to arrive at
the final plan because it had to be in accordance with the
existing historic architecture of the neighborhood. Some
of the plans included a two-story building with all glass
and white bricks on the front, including molding. The
store will also include a glass wall on the first story with
four windows on the second floor.
Similar to the existing buildings on Wisconsin Avenue, the Apple store will have a low roofline. After being
approved on Feb. 5, the board requested that the large
windows be altered, which resulted in the second March
5 approval of the second floor's smaller windows.
Source: The Hoya
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his speech, however, Wise mentioned
that his newest book was not originally
intended to be the subject of his lecture
at Fairfield.
Instead, he said, ever since being
asked to appear at Fairfield, he had
been planning to discuss the subject
of his first book, entitled "White Like
Me," a memoir that concerns race and
white privilege.
His plans changed, however, on
Nov. 4,2008 — the day Barack Obama
won the presidential election.
Wise's speech Monday night focused on the new "Age of Obama,"
especially on the allegation that since
Obama's election, racism and inequalities among minorities have been
eradicated, leaving the United States a
post-racial society.
Wise went on to point out the

startling statistics concerning racial
inequalities.
"Poverty rates for African-Americans and Latinos are 2.5 to 3 times the
rate of whites," he said.
He continued, mentioning that the
"average white family has eleven to
twelve times the net worth of the average
black family... [and] eight times the net
worth of a Latino family."
Wise was quick to note that these
"inequities are not one bit different today
than they were prior to the election [of
Obama.]"
One of Wise's most poignant points
came midway through his speech, when
he sarcastically compared the notion of
Obama's election as president suddenly
solving racism to the election of first
female Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto suddenly eradicating sexism and
injustice towards women in Pakistan.
Neither of the events, he stated,

could have such an immediate effect on
the societies.
According to Wise, racism has been
"standard operating procedure of dominant groups for decades...for generations." Sudden change, he said, doesn't
exist, and is ultimately impossible.
Wise went on to discuss the significance of denial and privilege in America,
especially in what he deemed "the age of
Obama." He cited the restrictions placed
on Obama during the campaign, such as
accusations of playing the "race card"
or appealing solely to special interests,
as significant barriers in achieving true
equality and eradicating racism from the
United States.
Occasional applause and shouts of
agreement rang out through Egan Chapel
in response to Wise's speech throughout
the evening. Wise's style of fast-talking
and hard-hitting statistical evidence and
opinion won the crowd over — even if
some members of the audience disagreed
with his claims, the majority still greatly
enjoyed listening to the lecture.
Briana Cronk '12 enjoyed the
speech and thought Wise was a very
powerful speaker.
"I agree with what he said, and I
think it would be beneficial for more of
Fairfield University students to attend
lectures like this or attend classes on
similar subjects," Cronk said.
Weronika Pleban '11 also enjoyed
the lecture..
"It was very engaging and almost
interactive, and it became a call-andresponse situation at times between him
and the audience. I didn't necessarily
agree with all of his points, but it was
an interesting perspective."
To conclude his lecture, Wise left
the audience with one final point.
"Change comes as a result of action,
when people stop hoping and start doing.
You have to make change happen."

Citizens of Fairfield upset with proposed train spending
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

to do so.
They did not comply with these demands, though at
the meeting Wittek did insure the RTM that he still plans
on posting the letter.
But at the meeting, RTM and residents questioned why
the town should request federal stimulus money to finish
the project and why Black Rock failed to file the $500,000
letter of credit for the project.
"Those of you who think there's a little something crazy
going on here ... I think you should stop making things
up," Flatto said.
One RTM member said that he wanted to make
sure public funds were not being used for private
development.
When asked what would happen if TD Banknorth
assumes title to the land, Flatto said, "But that has not
happened" and stressed that the state was still committed
to the project.
When asked about the foreclosure notice, he said:
"I'm not going to talk about a private investor's foreclo-

sure." He continued to say "I know you like to do this but
I'm not getting into hypotheticals, thank you."
A representative asked Wittek what would occur if the
state did not receive the stimulus grant.
"We will continue to make every effort to make this
project economically viable, with or without stimulus
money," he said.
He said that funding for the "infrastructure" of the
project will be difficult, however.
Flatto defended the town's request for stimulus funding
saying he did not do it on behalf of Wittek.
"I don't know where you got the cockamamie idea that
we asked for money on behalf of BlackRock," Flatto said.
At the four-hour meeting, several residents expressed
fear about what would happen to the project if BlackRock
was unable to complete it.
In response to this, Wittek said, "If we somehow lose
the property to foreclosure, which we feel is a very distant
possibility, the person who steps in will probably feel that
it's better to have [the train station] than not."
SEE "FLATTO" ON P.
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THE GREEN SCENE WITH THE LATEST ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS, THE UPCOMING JAIL N BAIL AND CONTINUED TRAIN STATION COVERAGE 1

The Green Scene
Environmental news in brief

Check out the GREEN TIP
OF THE WEEK p. 7

BY ALEXANDRA GROSS

Drive

Power
New Jersey site unveils largest solar roof array
in the nation
The states of Arizona, Nevada, Texas, New Mexico and
California are among the best locations in the U.S. for solar
energy systems. Now, New Jersey joins this list with the
unveiling of the Atlantic
City Convention Center.
The rooftop solar
array is a 2.37-megawatt
system and the largest
project of its type in the
U.S. Its more than 13,000
panels will produce upContributed photo
wards of 26 percent of the
convention center's annual electric use.
According to Michael McDermott of Treehugger.com, the system is expected to save the Atlantic
City location $4.4 million in utility fees over the
next 20 years.

The 'People's Car' to hit the pavement in India
India's largest automobile company Tata Motors will
release the Nano, hailed as the world's most inexpensive
car, onto India's streets by this summer.
The Nano, estimated to cost roughly 100,000
rupees, or $2,000, will be given to the first 100,000
owners, who are picked at random by the company.
Known as the People's Car, the Nano is a
compact vehicle that is deemed as environmentally
friendly for not only its size, but for the car's high
fuel efficiency and lower tailpipe emissions than other
vehicles produced in India.
Tata Motors anticipates demand to be high given the
economic climate, and it will take up to a year to deliver the
Nano to Indian customers. The company also plans to release
a European model by 2011. The
company is also considering the
Nano for the U.S. market in the
near future.
Source: Reuters; Tatamotors.
com

Source: Treehugger.com; ACCenter.com
Contributed photo

Flatto requests
from

Activism
Earth Hour: Vote with your light switch
Millions of individuals across the globe are pledging
to turn out their lights at 8:30 p.m. this Saturday to commemorate Earth Hour, an international initiative to raise
awareness about global warming.
The 2009 mission of global activism effort is to transform it into "the world's first global election, between Earth
and global warming." Switching off the lights is considered
a vote for Earth; continuing as usual is a win for global
warming, according to Earthhour.org.
The World Wildlife Federation and other environmental
groups want to reach 1 billion
"votes," and hope to present
these pledges to prominent
world leaders at this year's
Global Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen.
Contributed photo
In 2007, Earth Hour began
in Sydney, when over 2.2 million homes and businesses
switched off their lights for one hour. Last year, the project
caught on and 50 million people followed suit. In addition
to private homes and businesses, landmarks such as the
Golden Gate Bridge, the Sydney Opera House and signs in
Times Square remained unlit.
At Fairfield, the Student Environmental Association will
be asking students to sign a pledge to turn off their lights in
their residences to respect the hour.
Source: The Washington Post

Arrested development
Jail 'N Bail returns to raise money for Special Olympics
BY MEGAN GRIFFIN

CONTINUED FROM P.

2

Controversy over ethics of the project persists. In December 2007,
Flatto removed Conservation Department director Thomas Steinke from
supervision of the project due to BlackRock's stance that it could not get
along with the department personnel. Flatto said that the Conservation
staff admitted the project was too big for the group, according to an
April 10, 2008 article in the Fairfield Weekly.
Flatto then hired Redniss & Meade, a Stamford
consulting firm, to take its
place.
Flatto said that the
conditions the Conservation Department was
issuing in order to get permits "started making it
impossible for work to go
forward," according to the
Fairfield Weekly article.
A group of residents
subsequently formed a
"concerned citizens"
Mirror File Photo
group, represented by law- First selectman Ken Flatto requested
yer George Bisacca. They money from the state of Connecticut
filed an ethics complaint to help build the new train station.
over the removal of Steinke.
Flatto sent a letter on Dec. 24 to the governor requesting the funds,
stating that "This project and the funding sought includes a cleanup of
a long dormant brownfield, and the creation of a 9-acre public open
space park and wetlands area," according to a meeting document of
facts and questions drawn up by RTM members.
"All of these obligations are those of Black Rock. So, Mr. Flatto,
is it your intention to perform the obligations of Black Rock?" Mr.
Bisacca said at the meeting.
In the "History of Highlights" section of the meeting handout, it is
projected that in 2009 and 2010, "DOT/Town conduct public aspects
of project, where required, including drainage, environmental cleanup,
parking areas, road and train platforms."
For the complete story, check www.fairfieldmirror.com. And continue to check back for continued coverage and updates on the situation.

If you see Public Safety coming after you with
handcuffs, you may feel a
sense of impending doom.
But on April 22, students, faculty and staff will
be letting Public Safety
cuff them for a good cause:
The Second annual Jail
'N Bail to benefit Special
Olympics Connecticut.
Businesses from all
over the state, as well as
several local police departments, will be helping to
make this year's event even
bigger than last year.
Contributed Photo
Students can expect
University
President
Fr.
Jeffrey
von
Arx
was
arrested
at
last
year's Jail
some changes to the event,
'N Bail. This year, students can specify the charge on the arrest warrant.
like a section on the arrest
Special Olympics serves nearly 200 million
warrant that allows you
to explain the charges against the person being people in 180 countries every day.
The organization provides sports training and
arrested. If a student has been dying to get some
revenge on a certain Giants fan because he's still competition opportunities, giving everyone the opupset that the Patriots lost Super Bowl XLU, this is portunity to participate in sports.
his opportunity.
Special Olympics mission is "to create a more
The event, organized and run by the Department accepting and inclusive world for everyone."
The event will be held in the traffic circle outside
of Public Safety and a committee of students, was
voted the number one activity on campus by last the Barone Campus Center from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
"It was nice to interact with stuyear's graduating class.
"I have never seen so many administrators, fac- dents in such a positive atmosphere," said Sergeant
ulty, and staff engaging with students at one time," Didato of last year's event.
Senior Karla Carpenter, among other students, is
said Jail 'N Bail committee member, Erin Shea of
last year's Jail 'N Bail. "It was really nice to see the looking forward to getting "arrested" again this year.
entire campus come together for one event."
"Jail 'N Bail 2008 was not only a lot of fun, but
Last year's event raised over $21,000 for Spe- it was also a great way to publicize an organization
cial Olympics, an organization that depends on that you doesn't get a lot of attention on campus,"
donations to run athletic programs for people with said Carpenter. "This is the only time my parents
intellectual disabilities.
would be happy to bail me out of jail."
Starting in the next couple of weeks, students,
"A smile on the face of an athlete is
worth more than money can buy," said Public Safety faculty and staff will be able to buy warrants for $5
and receive a free Jail 'N Bail T-shirt.
officer, Sgt. Robert Didato.
But, raising money is not the only goal of the
Warrants will be sold in the BCC and at the
event. Awareness of the organization and its athletes Department of Public Safety in Loyola.
is even more important, according to Didato.
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Super Duper Weenie featured on Food Network
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"I believe they're looking for unique places that do
things a little bit out of the ordinary," said Super Duper
Weenie's co-owner, Gary Zemola.
Super Duper Weenie is the hot dog company known
best for its "weenie-mobile," which comes to campus on
Wednesdays during nice weather.
According to co-owner John Pellegrino, who went
to Fairfield Prep, the Super Duper Weenie truck was set
up with its on-campus route with the help of Jim Fitzpatrick, assistant vice president for student affairs, and
Pellegrino's former Fairfield Prep headmaster, Father
Charles Allen, S.J.
The truck gets most of its business from Fairfield Prep
students, who Zemola says "swarm the truck like a wave"
during lunchtime.
"It's not too expensive and it's a great treat every
Wednesday," said Kevin Leitao, a junior at Fairfield Prep.
Leitao added that the truck is especially convenient now
that Fairfield Prep implemented a new policy that forbids
students from leaving campus during school hours.
According to the video segment from "Diners,
Drive-ins and Dives," Super Duper Weenie attracted the
attention of the Food Network when the show's host, Guy
Fieri, tasted the hot dogs firsthand while visiting friends
in Connecticut.

Freshness and personality are what makes Super
Duper Weenie stand out from its competitors, according
to Zemola and Pellegrino.
"It beats the hell out of a McDonald's or Dutchess,"
said Zemola.
Zemola said that everything is handmade fresh, from
the sweet and hot relish to the chili and french fries. The
ingredients draw from the Super Duper Weenie recipes.
The food also has no trans-fats and the restaurant gets its
produce from local sellers when possible.
"I don't feel like I need to go to the gym after Super
Duper Weenie," said Mary Finnegan '11.
The truck gets a lot of customers when it comes to
campus for special events like sports games, according
to Zemola.
But some University students are not so impressed
with Super Duper Weenie.
Jocelyn Touchette '09 said that although she is "not a
hot dog person," she would rather eat a Hebrew National
dog than Super Duper Weenie.
"I've been to Swanky Franks and I like it there but for
the amount of money Super Duper charges, I'd rather just
eat at the Stag," said Megan McLaughlin '10.

Check online at www.fairfieldmirror.com to see the
clip of the Food Network coverage.
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The Fairfield A.I.G. Grinch

A.I.G. rewarding reckless behavior
While Fairfield students struggle to pay the
$50,000 to attend the University, a few minutes away,
Douglas Poling of Wilton, Conn., received a $6.4 million bonus from A.I.G.
Few people seem to know exactly what is going
on, even business students. But from a liberal arts
perspective, first bankers and mortgage lenders made
loans that they expected to sell to investors through
securities. Financial insurance agencies and federal
regulators blessed the process and Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan assured that the government would remain hands-off.
Executives have continually rewarded themselves
for supposed superior leadership. Not until now has this
practice drawn such public scorn. It took a recession for
people to voice their indignation.
The public outrage over executives rewarding themselves with taxpayer money has led Congress to impose a
90 percent tax rate on the bonuses as well as some of the
executives to return to the money.
But, the problem is not just about the bonuses; it is
the sense of entitlement felt by Wall Street executives.
According to Floyd Norris, the chief financial correspondent of The New York Times, salaries of more than $1
million are not tax-deductible for the companies that pay
them. But unlimited amounts are deductible if the money
is claimed to be performance-based payment, so companies give salaries over $1 million as a "bonus." The executives see these bonuses as part of their compensation."
These bonuses have been justified by executives in
that they state such rewards are necessary in order to keep
the top management from leaving. But why should they
be stopped from leaving? Their reckless behavior created
short-term numbers that allowed the companies to claim
success, but in reality, they set the economy up to fail.
Congress also played a role in this financial mess.
The bill that passed imposing a 90 percent tax only applies to companies that received more than $5 billion in
bailout money. And even worse, the companies awarding
bonuses are doing so legally; Congress enacted October's
$700 billion bailout without including fraud provisions.
The selfish behavior of CEOs has long been a problem, but it is not only their fault. The government enabled this behavior and no one questioned the results
when the economy seemed to be going strong. But the
recent troubles have brought all the concealed problems
to light.
The outgoing senior class faces one of the toughest
job markets in recent years. But there is hope that they
have learned from their Jesuit education how to juggle
business success with morality.

In reference to the editorial to the left, and the protests outside of mansions in Fairfield owned by AJ.G. executives.

Stag pride on Fridays... or lack thereof
BY LAURA DOWNEY

Nicole Cavallaro '11 wanders across the Quad on
a Friday, carrying her books and wearing a vibrant red
sweatshirt reading "Fairfield" across the front.
Cavallaro, is one of the few supporters of the spiritinfluenced Fairfield Friday.
"Being an athlete here it is important to me to help
boost school spirit," said Cavallaro, a soccer player. "I
wish more people would get involved with trying to
help spread more of it."
Fairfield Fridays, the trademark promotional
attempt of FUSA, was implemented last year in an
attempt to heighten school spirit on campus. It occurs every first Friday of each month, based on the
academic calendar.
But the question that has been asked over
and over by students since its inception is, is it
really working?
Every Fairfield Friday, the walkways of campus
should be overflowing with students decked out in
Fairfield attire or at least Fairfield colors. Last Fairfield
Friday the supporters were difficult to find. Because students often wear red or Fairfield attire on any given day,
supporters blended in as just enthusiastic Fairfield lovers, not as part of an organized function on campus.
"I didn't even know we were still doing that
this year. I thought that was just last year," Danielle
Clarke'11 said.
Evidently, school spirit is not radiating from students as was originally hoped. Friday rolls around just
like any other day of the week: students stumble out
of bed and the last thing on their mind is whether it's a
Fairfield Friday or not.
Building support is not a failed mission: There is
spirit to be found on campus, it is just a matter of get-

ting it out of people.
This comes down to a matter of advertisement for
the day. Students are not getting dressed up because they
do not know it is coming. They need some warning.
Last year, signs were put up and there were more
conversations on campus about the new tradition. The
hype was also aided by the occasionalfree T-shirt give
away that always sparked interest in the event
"I don't think its because students don't have school
spirit," Casey Mahon '11 said." As a whole I think that
people want to have school spirit."
Give the students a chance. It's time for a wake up
call saying this is our campus and it's time to show some
support for it. Athletic games are not the only time to
show the Fairfield Pride.
"When we are at games its fun to get decked out in
the Fairfield colors," Ream Akkeh' 11 said. "It would be
a nice change of pace to do it on campus too."
Shannon Cassidy '12, wearing a Fairfield Equestrian sweatshirt and Fairfield sweatpants, said, "I think
that people here don't show their spirit because they
think since we don't have a huge sport to rally behind
we don't have a reason to be proud of our school."
"There are a bunch of us here that love to wear our
colors, we are proud to support our school and wish
others would join in," Cassidy added.
Perhaps it is high-time that students on campus
realize that school spirit does not come from having
a big-time sports team, but being proud of where
they are at school and supporting their school and
their sports anyway.
So if Fairfield Friday's are going to be a success
they need to be advertised more often.
Students need to wake up and remember that sign
they read earlier in the BCC, reminding them that its
time to bear those Fairfield colors.

The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial board.
What is your opinion? Write to us: mirror.comment@gmail.com
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or submitted through our Web site: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
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Students wearing Fairfield apparel on Fairfield Fridays are becoming a rare sight.
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Keeping it classy in the classroom
BY GABRIELLA TUTINO

If I walked up to you and told you your
lack of clothing distracted me from my
studies and demanded you dress yourself
decently for the sake of my education, how
would you react?
Besides calling me a few choice words,
you'd think I was being outrageous, right?
Just as equally outrageous would be a college
dress code, which is what one student at the
University of Montana is pushing for.
Virginia Cleveland, a self proclaimed
raging Republican, wrote an article concerning the way her fellow students
dressed. From what her article states,
most of the women attend class dressed
as strippers, while the men style their hair
in hippie-length dreadlocks. Cleveland is
"determined to see a dress code enforced
on [this] campus" because the scandalous
attire detracts from her studies. Cleveland
feels she has the right to insist what students
wear because she pays tuition.
I can understand how it might be
shocking to notice fellow students walking
around in barely-there skirts, but any good
student wouldn't let the way someone else
dresses distract them from their schoolwork. It is up to the University to decide
what is deemed as appropriate college-wear,
not students.
What is interesting about Cleveland's

Tweeting

article is that she is judging the girls sporting "slutty outfits" and "pseudohippies" on
her campus based on what they are wearing.
And although clothes do reflect the person
underneath, there is more to a person than
the labels on their skin or how much of the
epidermis is exposed.
Grow up. What if the dress code was
reversed, and students were forced to strip
down instead of covering up? I too pay
tuition, and maybe exposed skin is what
gets me through the day. No doubt many
uptight, sexually-repressed conservatives
would complain. Maybe Cleveland has
personal reasons for wanting a dress code;
she isn't getting any and is jealous of her
fellow students who do, or she's insecure
about her looks. Whatever the case may
be, it is unfair to force opinions/ideals on
someone else.
Cleveland mentions that University
of Montana girls wear "outfits that merely
consist of a T-shirt, tights and Ugg boots."
While many Fairfield women do the same, I
don't really see much of a problem with the
way students dress here (unless of course,
genitals are exposed - that's just indecent).
Fairfield definitely does not need a dress
code. As far as I can tell, there are no strippers or pseudo-hippies on campus. For the
most part, students are dressed appropriately
during the day. Nighttime is when the short
skirts and tight pants are on display. For the

guys, very few
of them have
hippie-length
hair. A few
bushy beards,
but no outrageous hair.
Even if a
dress code were
enforced here,
it wouldn't be
very successful.
Too many people favor dressing in a comfortable manner over a casual workplace
style. Since
most students
come from high
schools with a
Photo illustration
dress code, col- Lengthen hemlines for appropriate classwear.
lege allows kids
to appropriate.
to dress how they want, expressing themOver the course of four years, students
selves through their actions and the clothes will learn what is and isn't appropriate to
they wear.
wear for the workforce. But for now, stuThe reason there isn't a dress code in dents should be able to just relax and enjoy
college is because it is college. Students are the fact that they can wear as much or as
expected to behave and act like adults. This little as they want, oblivious to the fact that
means eventually dressing like one. But some uptight classmate may or may not be
college is a learning process and students judging them.
will make a gradual transition from casual

Not what a bird says, but the future of networking

nent home on the Web, quantity seems to
increasingly usurp quality's position. The
New media has spawned a generation of Crackworld now needs talented, savvy keepers
berry fiends. We text, BBM, blog, film, Skype, upload,
of information to help control the informaedit, Photoshop, crop, Goggle, download, photograph,
tion stream.
tag, Facebook and e-mail. The list goes on.
There is an option on Twitter that allows
And now, we can ... tweet.
you to view tweets from everyone. Excerpts
Currently
Twitter, the brainchild of Silicon Valley clan
from my news feed at the moment:
... true for every
Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Evan Williams and Biz
sroup I've been in. Each
"shawntelle: Up early, working before
instrument tas an
Reifies
Recent
Stone, allows people across the globe to chirp about
accompanying personality
my
coughing
and hacking children stir from
archetype. Pianists »
_ Post for today: how well do you know your customers?
oroanized ...
their lives 140 words at a time. These bits are known
their Den of Evil."
ittp://tmyufl,com/3yy999 Oemo (not dynamite), Psycho, and
Techno (not the music) 23 minutes ago from web
as "tweets," or micro-blogging. Right now there are
Well. Good thing her children are probNotifications
mmmM# @wm0m&m oh dear god. i am raising you right now. (Z>
approximately six million users worldwide.
ably
too young to tweet.
fB.pttone
24 minutes ago from web in repiy to ^ta:^ ; *\
O web-onty
It's similar to the new Facebook news feed minus
Next: "banditb - typed wrong name in my
.. so, I hired a PM to manage me and our other creative
the extraneous items - photo albums, event notificalogin process;" "icancounttoF - Really mad at
monkeys. Velvet Clove meet Iron Fist. Mr. Fist, Mr. Clove. It works.
24
minutes
ago
from fipgl , B
tions, birthdays, friend requests, etc. It's just you and
my mother:" "minmae - Ew. I hate how i say
your fellow tweeters, talking via tweets.
things in a wrong way."
Itspiassssjsssil Don't believe seatguru.com. Said Aer Lingus had AC
adapters. It actually had Empower. 2S minutes ago from s*»s . y *>
"A year ago, it was a weird little toy. Now, its
Who cares? I certainly do not.
Jii$pgai Qm&§iMm says that because I'm a former piano player
potential seems significantly greater than that," said
I thought Facebook was eerily addictive.
I'm more structured than a singer, there may be some truth there.
26 mtfiotes ago from web in repiy to - >
*
Jason Pontin, editor in chief of Technology Review,
Now, you can let people know how you are
in a June 2008 Toronto Star article.
reacting to life as it occurs, all the time. It's
I Indispensable if you're an Entourage user:
nttp://urlthat.com/d24c47c:-) 26 minutes 390 from msmi
Some people consider Twitter the next Google. The
like a mass text to those who live online.
chatter in the tech world is that it's the newest search
. yeah piano players tend to be a bit more
Twitter simply seems like a place to reach
structured and disciplined than singers (me). I envy that. 27 minutes
engine, a way to find out live news at the exact moment
ago from %)&£ in repiy toji
out via the computer, and a place to wait for
it happens. It's simple, quick and entertaining.
a response.
Sadly. I've not completed ANY of my goals for the day,
to back meetings. Now I have to work late. Mondays, sigh. 2$
Once you join Twitter, you create a name. Then
Some tweeters, though, use the site to its
minutes aao from web Is *>
you start tweeting. You choose friends to "follow,"
highest level of intelligence. For example, I
j Every morning I set up specific goals for me to complete
for the day, and I keep things moving. I prioritize and keep
which means their tweets show up on your news feed
follow Nicholas Kristof, a columnist from the
organized (i HAVE to) 30 minutes ago from web u *>
as they happen. If they choose to follow you back,
New
York Times. He posts links to his newest
pmmm$ Did you know t use a moleskine to stay organized? The
glgjF - 'ff'Ull'j
large version. On the left side I put personal tasks, and right side
your tweets appear on their stream.
articles
or thoughts from the field. Ann Curry,
business 31 minutes ago from web : *>
When someone starts following you on Twitter,
NBC's
"Today"
anchor, does the same.
_ feditoifsp! ...the novelty wears off, priorities
remembered AND a wave of work washes me away from socnet
an e-mail notifies you. And yes, random strangers can
Companies
use Twitter to reach out to
time, calm b4 storm now 32 minutes sqa from mm in repfy to
■
a—
ask to join your band of devotees.
a live audience on a consistent basis. They
Contributed photo
Confused? Don't be. It really is that simple.
know their followers are interested in their
It may look like your news feed, but Twitter is completely different.
I decided to satisfy my curiosity and became a
tweets. Smart marketers can use Twitter to
tweeter this month. One of my first posts was "What. is.
He posted an iPhone photo of the crash and suddenly make their latest product or release more accessible. Even
Twitter?" I followed up with: "I hate Twitter."
the Internet was a twitter with reactions.
President Barack Obama twitters (or he has someone do it
for
him, at least).
A March 2009 article by Farhad Manjoo, technology
A similar situation occurred after the Nov. 2008 terrorcolumnist for Slate magazine, pulled Twitter investor Todd ist attacks in Mumbai. Eighty tweets were sent to Twitter
I realize that Twitter is just as important as other social
Chaffee's quote from a recent AdAge.com article.
via SMS every five seconds. These tweets were pleas for networking sites. As print media dies hard and.transforms
"You put a question out to the global mind, and it comes help, information about helpline numbers, missing person into blogs, links, YouTubes and tweets, I think it is crucial
back," Chaffee said. "Millions of people are contributing to inquiries and lists of the dead, according to a November as a college student to master the tools of our world.
the knowledge base. The engine is alive. You get feedback 2008 article on CNN.
UWire, the site that runs stories from student media
in real time from people, not just documents."
Twitter was the only site that carried news while the outlets all over the country, has the tagline "Powered by
the Content Generation." This is what we are. If you want
So, millions of people are contributing to this "base." event occurred. Therein lay its importance.
Accuracy of information is the problem. According to get ahead in the communication or journalism industry,
Isn't that in essence what Wikipedia is, and aren't students
explicitly told not to use citations from there? Who are the to Manjoo, "It's possible that Twitter could do very well- you need to know what is out there and how to use it. It's
but probably not as a social network, and probably not as unacceptable to ignore the alternate realm of the internet.
contributors, and why do they matter?
. An example: When U.S. Airways Flight 1549 landed in a search engine."
So, while I think Twitter is a silly, often shoddy news
I agree. Have we really gotten that bored of reading a source, I do see its aptitude to influence the future.
the Hudson in January, Janis Krums, a Twitter user, tweeted
I will still tweet, as long as you do, and as long as tweets
"There's a plane in the Hudson. I'm on the ferry going to full newspaper article or legitimate blog post that we now
pick up the people. Crazy," according to a Jan. 16 article limit our thoughts to 140 words or less?
remain important to my skill set.
Apparently, yes. As information finds its permain the NY Daily News.
Otherwise, it's a pointless venture.
BY KRISTEN MCMANUS
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Lack of jobs but not purpose Service trips on rise among grads
BY BRENDAN MONAHAN
With a dismal economy and
commencement exercises for Fairfield's class of 2009 less than two
months away, talk of the "real
world" around campus has been
rampant. But Kim Buesking, James
Barry and Gabriel Rojas, will be
entering a different "real world"
than that of their classmates.
Instead of a failing economy and
lack of jobs, the issues they will be
seeing are failing bodies and a lack
of food. The post graduate service
program at Fairfield, a branch of the
Ignatian Solidarity Corps, is preparing a host of students including
Buesking, Barry and Rojas to forego
paid positions and instead volunteer
their time for one or two years in a
poverty-stricken country. All three
students have intertwined their own
past into their motivation, but all said
Contributed Photo
they plan to do whatever it takes to
year
in
service
with
an
organization
called
Fairfield
alum
Elyse
Raby
'08
has
spent
the
past
make the lives of those less fortunate
Rostro
de
Christo
in
Ecuador.
that much better.
Buesking, a nursing major,
said she is anxious to put her newly- home, but it's an unfamiliar home because I on the rise at Fairfield University. Once conlearned skills to the test. The senior lived in the States, [I am] looking forward to sidered an option that you pursued only if
said that because she has been a nurs- the different perspectives."
you did not know what to do after graduation,
ing major and done community outBarry said he has known his calling since post-graduate service has grown to become
reach projects since high school she is entering Loyola Hall two and a half years ago. a viable and very popular option that is now
He says that the Ignatian Residential College, being included as a part of many students'
set up for success.
She said it gives her "the ability to in combination with a trip he took to Ecuador, post-graduate plans," he said.
actually see mv outcomes because with put him "on that path of wanting to do someO'Kane also said that he believes
nursing I'm helping people with their health thing more long term and giving back and kind once students must make the move to
and you're able to see people physically get of feeling and seeing my results and also being paid, full-time positions after their serimpacted and learning and developing more as vice, employers are impressed with their
better or emotionally get better."
volunteer efforts.
Rojas was born in Costa Rica and a person in every aspect of my life."
"It speaks to a prospective employee's
Conor O'Kane, associate director of
lived there for three years before moving
to America and said he is anxious to return Campus Ministry and one of the organizers sense of commitment and how their values
of these trips, said that the number of students are reflected in their work," he said.
to his birthplace.
But according to the students, jobs are
He said he is "looking forward to learn entering these programs is rising.
"Post-graduate volunteerism is certainly the last thing on their minds. They said
about the country that I think I know, going

the faltering economy and lack of jobs
have had no influence on their decisions
to make the move to service.
"I'm a nursing major; if I wanted a job, I
could get one. I've actually been planning on
doing service, honestly, since high school,"
said Buesking.
Barry strongly recommended that if any
students are interested in service as a way
to avoid employment, they should rethink
their plans.
"If your doing it as a safety valve, then
you're not doing it for the right reasons and
you're going to be miserable doing it because
it's something that we're all very passionate
about, very serious about, and very excited
to do," he said.
Rojas added that for him, inspiration
comes from those around him.
"As long as I had the same parents, same
friends that serve as a real inspiration to me, I
think I would still have been making the same
decision," Rojas said.
It is a decision that will lead them
from the tranquility of Fairfield's campus to the poorest and downtrodden parts
of the world.
Although Rojas has the advantage
of being born in the country in which he
will serve, Buesking and Barry said they
can envision their surroundings because
of service trips they have all completed
already at Fairfield.
"We've seen the real world and we
know what it's like and that's why we're
doing this service because we know
that we want to make a difference,"
Buesking said.
"Everywhere there is people in need of
help," said Rojas.

Go online to
www.fairfieldmirror.com for
link to biogs from Fairfield alum
currently doing post-grad service.

Volunteers to participate in 21st annual Hunger Cleanup
BY VAL BERTOLAMI
Hunger Cleanup is a tradition that has been taking place at Fairfield for the past 21 years,
and on Saturday, April 4, students will once again have the chance to get involved in a day's
worth of service in the surrounding Fairfield County area.
Students are able to sign up individually or with groups of friends. There are also many
clubs on campus, sports teams, classes and floors that sign up to volunteer and are then assigned to various work sites.
"The people at the work sites are so thankful for our help and seeing the joy in so many
different peoples' faces is the best memory I have," said Ashley Williams '09, co-chair of the
Hunger Cleanup executive board. "One year, I worked at a homeless shelter and all of the
residents came out to help us clean as well."
There are a variety of work sites that students have the option to work on. Some of these
include day cares, shelters, soup kitchens, food pantries, community centers and sometimes
Habitat for Humanity sites. The sites are mainly in the Bridgeport area, but there are also sites
in Fairfield, Westport and Norwalk. At these locations, volunteers might take part in block
cleanups, vacant lot cleanups and beautification projects.
Hunger Cleanup is not just a day of service, but also a large fund-raiser. The goal of the
board is to raise about $10,000 this year. The board has been trying to raise money through
efforts such as dorm storm and bake sales, but they encourage all participants to get sponsored
and do their part in the fund-raiser. The event is also offering T-shirts for those who raise more
than $21 for the 21st year.
The money that is earned through the fund-raiser is spread out among many different
organizations. Wiley Blake of Campus Ministry said that the event tries to raise funds for
educational-based organizations and programs that teach foundational skills such as computer

skills, which will allow people to have the ability to attain employment and earn a living.
Fund-raiser co-chairs Angela Delmonico '11 explained a program that coincides with
Hunger Cleanup called Soup and Bread night. This is an event occurring on Friday, March
27 at 7 p.m. that educates "students and faculty about the great differences in wealth and opportunities in Fairfield County, such as Westport versus Bridgeport only a few miles away
from each other," said Delmonico.
Hunger Cleanup has proved to make a lasting impression on the hundreds of students
that have participated in it over the years. Carolyn Rusiackas, associate University chaplain at
Campus Ministry, has been involved in the planning of Hunger Cleanup for many years. She
explained that last year more than 30 alumni came to volunteer and many continue to donate
their time and money every year. She also has noticed that Hunger Cleanup is often mentioned
in the valedictory addresses and other parting statements made my graduating seniors.
The planning board of the event has been enlisting the efforts of University community
members for the last few weeks and with two weeks left until the event, it is sure to be a
popular event this year as well.
Hunger Cleanup will be going on from 8:45 a.m.-2:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 4.
Volunteers leave the lower level of the BCC around 9:15 a.m. after a breakfast buffet.
They will then return to campus around noon, where there is also a party planned after the
event in the BCC, in which many food vendors from around the town of Fairfield donate
items for volunteers.
"It is such a great feeling to know we have so many people on campus who are willing to spend a Saturday helping out in the area," said Brittney Stickland '09, co-chair of the
executive board.
Go online: www.fairfieldmirror.comlcampuslife for an interview with Hunger Cleanup
co-chairs Strickland & Williams.

*■ -f

Question:lSure; I care about the environment, but^
much time£fand,money) to getf involved in all that political
Answer: Youlcanget involved, free, for a few minutes.
FOR MORE INFO, GOJEO HTTP://BLOG.FAIRFIELD.EDU/REDTOGREEN
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Better know a Stag

THIS IS PART OF A
SERIES OF FAIRFIELD
CHARACTER PROFILES.
LOOK FOR MORE
IN THE WEEKS TO COME.

FUSA Director of Concerts Spencer Thibodeau

BY LILY NORTON

FUSA Senate Vice Chair-elect Spencer Thibodeau
said he could pinpoint the moment he became interested in politics.
"A little over four years ago, I was studying for some
exam and my mom called me into the living room. Wouldn't
you believe it, on TV was Barack Obama when he was still just
a state senator," Thibodeau said. "I remember the excitement
I felt after seeing him speak. I took the Kerry/Edwards pin,
which my parents had given me to wear, and I switched it with
an Obama '08 pin. That was my junior year of high school.
"I kept telling people around me 'He's going to run for
president'" Thibodeau said. "Many didn't believe me partially
because they did not know who he was."
No one would guess how much experience Thibodeau,
a newly 21-year-old student at Fairfield, has had in politics.
This summer alone, he worked for two different congressional campaigns and even worked for Obama's campaign
during the primary season last summer.
"The first rally that I went to was when I was working in
New Hampshire and Barack Obama was on stage. Someone
asked me if I wanted to go on stage ... I didn't know I was
going to be sitting right behind him."
A natural politician
When he isn't mere feet away from the new president,
Thibodeau, a political science major, turns to the Fairfield University Student Association (FUSA) to get his political fill.
Because he spends countless hours in the FUSA office,
he is known to many students on campus as the smiley guy
always wearing a red Fairfield sweatshirt hanging around the
lower level of the BCC.
Elizabeth Grimm, the 2009 class council vice president
and a friend of Thibodeau's, said, "I think [Spencer's] greatest accomplishment is gaining face and name recognition,"
she said. "A majority of the student body does not know
what FUSA does or the time and work that goes into putting
on successful student programming, let alone their class officers and executive board members. Spencer has been able
to promote himself as an active leader within FUSA and he
has helped shed light on the biggest, yet most ambiguous club
on campus."
Although he may seem to be all smiles, Thibodeau hasn't
always been so lucky in politics at Fairfield.
Thibodeau started his FUSA career as a senator, saying
that he listened to people who told him what positions to take
to move up in the ranks. His sophomore year, he was made
director of publicity for programming board, and midyear, he
decided to run for FUSA President.

Photo Illustration by Peter Caty

Thibodeau was hopeful when he won the primary by
about 100 votes, but ultimately was defeated by Jeff Seiser,
the current FUSA president.
Grimm said that even after the loss, Spencer kept
his head up.
"Spencer always keeps a great 'if you can't beat 'em, join
'em' attitude ... Spencer is truly a great sport and never a sore
loser," said Grimm.
Striking Legend-ary chords on campus
Thibodeau is now the director of concerts on the programming board, which was his third choice, first being FUSA
president and second being the secretary of communications.
Even though he wasn't chosen for these positions, Thibodeau
said he still thought that being in charge of picking concerts
was interesting. However, he has faced some problems in this
role, considering the low attendance of the fall concert.
"When the agent called saying John Legend was prepared
to perform at Fairfield for much less than his usual rate, which
was about $130,000, we said 'hey, five-time Grammy winner, willing to play after a $75,000 pay cut. Why not?'... we
thought it was a no-brainer," he said. He explained that he
was confident with the choice because on a survey, students
said they wanted a "classy" act, and Legend is "as
classy as they come."
The thought was that if Legend sold out, they
could have a big concert for spring semester as well,
but such was not the case.
FUSA received a lot of flak for the choice of artist, and sales were not as high as expected.
"We took a risk I am proud of with our selection
of John Legend," he said.
Thibodeau defended his stance in a letter to the
editor in the The Mirror after a writer asked why
Sacred Heart is able to get artists like 50 Cent and
Akon. In the letter, co-signed by Meghan Doyle,
executive director of programming and Thomas
Vitlo, director of concerts, cited that it is "unfair" to
compare the schools.
"We believe that John Legend exemplified the
aforementioned concerns of the student body and
is anything but "the artist who quietly serenades
us as we wait for our coffee at Jazzman's," the
letter said.

aty/The Mirror

FUSA Senate Vice Chair-elect Spencer Thibodeau works
hard to make sure the student body voice is heard.

Room for improvement
However, Thibodeau said he felt the organization
may not be as strong in certain ways than it was when
he entered as a freshman.
"Even now, I'm concerned about the whole organization," he said. "I don't think it communicates
to the students as well as it should. I think we need
an overall message."
Under 2006-2008 FUSA President Hutch Williams, he said FUSA was very different, "He communicated what he was doing well. His main thing
was school spirit and everyone knew that.
"I think that Jeff has done a lot of good things,
but if the student body doesn't know what your doing,

then what is really getting done? Progress is only half of
the equation."
Seiser said he agrees with Thibodeau that improvements can be made and that as next year's FUSA president,
he plans to make internal communication within the organization and marketing of FUSA's accomplishments to the
student body top priorities.
"This year, we've made a lot of progress, but I think
we focus too much on the progress and not enough about
publicizing our progress to students," Seiser said.
In his senior year, he hopes to pull FUSA in a new
direction, one that is closer to the student body.
Thibodeau's advice for students who have concerns:
Speak up.
"If you talk, most likely somebody's going to listen."
Setting his sights on Senate
Outside of FUSA, Thibodeau has made the initiative
to meet new people and open his horizons by going out
and having fun.
"I try to be outgoing and friendly. I want to met as
many people I can, because I think that's what college is
for," he said.
Senior year
for Thibodeau will
be a time where
Thibodeau is a
he can show his
political science major.
political skills, as
he was appointed Has been involved with FUSA
since his freshman year.
vice chair of the
FUSA Senate.
Currently the Director of
In his future
position, ThiboConcerts on the FUSA
deau wants to
Programming Board.
"inject some new
energy in [the FUSA] Senate," because he believes that
when people are excited, things will more likely get done.
"If Senators went to other students in their residence
halls or whatever once every month to tell them what FUSA
was doing, that would improve things so much," he said.
He plans to expand the position of vice chair from
just keeping attendance and assisting the chair of Senate to
help Senate take more official positions on issues and make
FUSA more of a team.
Referring back to a FUSA Senate meeting, he said that,
when asked, most senators could not name 10 people on the
programming board and vice-versa.
"No one is talking to each other," he said. "How can
the students know who we are, if we, as an organization do
not know who we are?"
Seiser expressed confidence in Thibodeau as future
vice chair, saying that his "strong motivation" will hopefully produce results.
"I expect him to do a great job," he said.
Thinking back to his beginnings, Spencer said that even
if all his aspirations at Fairfield do not materialize, he will
stick with his political ambitions.
"If everything else fails, I still have that Barack Obama
pin I made," he said.
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CD sales may be going down,
but the real issue isn't in the numbers
LILY NORTON

get better. But news alert: Virgin Records is
permanently closing soon, including the one
in Times Square. And even if the economy
gets better soon, it won't be returning because
we've decided that going to the record store
isn't a good use of our time when we have the
ability to get music online or for free.
Overall album sales in this past chart
week totaled 6.62 million units, down 16.6
percent compared to the same sales week
of 2008.
This plunging number of record sales can
be seen by simply looking at the accomplishments of mainstream popular acts, like pop
purikers Fall Out Boy. When its third studio
album, "Infinity on High" debuted two years
ago, over 260,000 copies sold in its first week.
Its most recent release, "Folie a Deux," took
a month to reach this number.
While these losses may be regrettable,

the music industry is surprisingly not preparing to dig its
EDITOR
own grave, because overall
When was the last
music purchases, including
time you bought a real
albums, singles, digital tracks
CD? And when I say
and music videos are still
real, I mean a CD you
increasing.
can hold in your hand
Personally, I don't see the
as opposed to a CD bought on iTunes?
point of buying a CD online
For me, it was Christmas, and that's only
or getting a subscription to a
because I was given a gift card.
music downloading Web site.
An amalgam of laziness and the recesThis trend is just increasing our
Contributed photo
sion is taking its toll on the music world.
dependence on computers, which The Virgin Megastore in New York City will be
CD stores are closing and sales are dropwe all know can lead to potential closing in a few weeks due to declining sales.
ping, but no one seems too worried, not
problems.
even avid music fans.
It may take one click of a button
only targeted people who download bad
Maybe it's because they don't read Billto get the new hit single by Britney Spears, music? I'm sorry, Taylor Swift fans, but
board press releases or they have not been in
but it only takes one virus to make your whole I would sell you to the government if my
a record store for a while. Maybe people just
life collection of music disappear. Plus, buy- life depended on it. (I'm also aware that
figure the economy is bad right now and will
ing on the Internet limits your right as a music this statement may get me kicked off The
listener to share music with Mirror, which has more country fans than
other people more easily.
any other club I know.)
It is silly to dream about the days when
But while everyone
seems to be so happy about people listened to vinyl in a smoky room and
how the music industry just had deep conversations about music. But
is just changing and not we shouldn't have to live in a world where
leaving, I am seriously con- our iPods rule our lives and a battery life can
cerned about the current determine when we lose the music that has in
state of the music world many ways defined who we are as people.
Now, I'm not only afraid that future genbeyond record sales. With
all this technology, great erations won't be aware of Super Nintendo,
music is being forgot- Pogs and Cookie Monster from "Sesame
ten, replaced with bub- Street," but now I have to worry about them
bly pop with little to no not knowing the music of Godley & Creme,
substance. Rap and rock Jethro Tull and The Beach Boys. A world
are becoming almost syn- without Brian Wilson just doesn't make
sense to me.
onymous.
Even if parents teach their children about
Soon enough, the rock
section in record stores the greatest music of all time, they won't be
will disappear, that is, if able to escape the world of Miley Cyrus and
record stores stay alive the Jonas Brothers.
This generation may appreciate the oldlong enough to see this
ies, but I still won't be able to forgive them for
music apocalypse.
Speaking of which, one simple reason: The original soundtrack of
wouldn't
it be great if the "High School Musical" went triple platinum
Bjjtj staple
and reached No. 1 on the Billboard Charts.
Contributed photo Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA)
With album prices rising and music piracy more accessible, album art will be a thing of the past
ASST. MANAGING

News £ Notes
Tom Cruise is currently working on the fourth installment
of the "Mission Impossible" series.
Source: Aintitcool.com
Ashlee Simpson and Clover-field star Jessica Lucas will be
joining the cast of the CW Network's new "Melrose Place."
Source: Perezhilton.com
Jimmy Chamberlin has left the Smashing Pumpkins, making Billy Corgan the
only original member.
Source: Billboard.com
Kanye West may face up to two years in prison if convicted
of his assault charges.
Source: Billboard.com

Justin Timberlake is launching his own brand of tequila,
titled "901 Tequila." Expected to hit shelves sometime in May,
Timberlake proclaims the drink as "the smoothest tequila possible." 901 tequila will cost
around $40 for a 750 ml bottle.
Source: Nydailynews.com
Coldplay recently announced a slew of U.S. summer tour dates. Keep an eye out
for me at the Connecticut stop on May 23. Source: Coldplay.com

Andy Samberg will be hosting the MTV Movie Awards.
The award show will broadcast live on May 31.
Source: MTV.com
Taking Back Sunday's highly-anticipated fourth studio
album, "New Again," will be released on June 2. Head to the
band's official Web site for a short song clip and the album
artwork.
Source: MTV.com
Tickets for Michael Jackson's 50 comeback shows
at the over 100,000 capacity Wembley Stadium sold out
in under a couple of hours.
Source: Rolling Stone
On Fall Out Boy's current U.S. tour, hip-hop
sensation 50 Cent has been added to the bill,
replacing the god awful band Metro Station on
a handful of dates.
Source: Falloutboy.com
In support of its upcoming greatest hits compilation, Incubus will be embarking on a U.S. tour
this summer. Check the band's official Web site for
the tour itinerary and ticket sale dates.
Source: Incubus.com
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Learn to love Rudd and Segel, ultimate bromancers
in'I Love You, Man'
BY KAYLA RILEY (U-WIRE/THE
MAINE CAMPUS)

If comedy is an art, Paul Rudd and
Jason Segel in "I Love You, Man" rank
among Monet and Picasso. This film
delivers laughs relentlessly, and while
it's not the most civilized production, it's
simultaneously clever and delightfully
juvenile. Even in the opening credits, "I
Love You, Man" reaches a level of hilarity
that comedies of its kind work twice as
hard to manage. It can easily take the title
of best comedy so far this year.
The sheepishly charming Rudd plays
Peter Klaven, an easy-going nice guy who
proposes to his girlfriend Zooey (Rashida
Jones, an alum of "The Office"). As the
starry-eyed young couple prepares for the
wedding, Peter realizes he has no close
male friends. As his brother Robbie (Andy
Samberg) points out, Peter has always
been a "girlfriend guy."
Desperate to fill out his side of the
wedding party, Peter embarks on a search
for a best man.
Along this amusing adventure, he
discovers the cool and brazen Sydney Fife,

I

"I Love You, Man"
(2009)

played expertly by Segel
of "How I Met Your
Mother" and "Forgetting
Sarah Marshall" fame.
While the two click instantly, Zooey has her
reservations about the
new guy in her fiancee's
life. What follows can
only be described as
comedic genius.
Rudd shines as the
painfully awkward but
lovable Peter, and Segel
brings to life the ridiculous slacker personified
by Sydney. Beyond the
stars, the supporting cast
of "I Love You, Man"
draws upon the talents of
several members of today's comedy A-team.
J.K. Simmons, the
sweet, defensive dad
from "Juno," reprises his
parental role perfectly.
Andy Samberg, best Segal and Rudd prove comedic genius in the new box office
known for his infamous
ther a romantic comedy nor a stereotypi"Saturday Night Live" skit with Justin Tim- cal guy movie. It patently refuses to be
berlake, plays an unconvincing yet enter- pigeonholed, and instead will make you
• • • • • raining gay personal trainer who laugh too hard to consider it. Bromance
* dispenses well-meaning advice. abounds, so be ready to either get in touch
. Jaime Pressly of NBC's "My with your masculine side or simply laugh
Name Is Earl" is surprisingly at the result of the masterful combination
funny and piercingly candid in of two of comedy's all-stars.
her role as Zooey's friend.
Although "I Love You, Man" is not the
"I Love You, Man" is nei- work of Judd Apatow (director of "Pine-

Rottentomatoes.com

hit, "I Love You, Man."
apple Express," "The 40 Year Old Virgin"),
it shares a similar feel. The jokes are quick
and at times shocking, the characters are
outrageous and relatable, and the laughs
are endless.
While there are similarities between
this film and Apatow productions, "I Love
You, Man" earns a spot at the top of the
heap for its blithe excellence.
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JUST IN TIME FOR SPRING BREAK
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by Chris Simmons

iPick you

Fifth o f
Beethoven

I Kissea a boy
(Greg Paulus
mix)

by Walter Murphy and the Big
Apple Band
Drugs, work.

by Jason Reed
See what happens when one
guy has a nightmare: Being
Greg Paulus. Let's just say it
involves a lot of short shorts,
Brian Zoubek and pitching
tents in Krzyzewskiville.

by The Lonely Island
I could have gone with "I'm on a
boat," which is probably the funnier
song, but who doesn't like the smooth
stylings of Andy Samberg?

American Tune
Do You Feel Me

by Zac Brown Band
Because I like my chicken fried,
cold beer on a Friday night, a pair
of jeans that fit just right, and the
radio up.

Career Corner
Application Deadlines:
PWC
Social Security Adm.
Hennion & Walsh
Bloomberg
Towers Perrin
McGladrey & Pullen
ICON International, Inc.
Ernst & Young LLP
The Hartford Financial Serv.
The Hartford Financial Serv.

Carried Away
by George Strait
I love country music and no
one does it better than George
Strait. Just watch "Pure County." Plus, he's a real cowboy.

Chicken Fried
Iran So Far Away

26, 2009 JJ

by Anthony Hamilton
For some reason this song
reminds me of my few weeks
in Claver, a period I would like
to forget, but nonetheless, a
good song.

Fairfield
UNIVERSITY

Systems & Process Assurance
Claims Representative
Financial Sales Training Program
Financial Software Developer
Compensation Analyst Intern
Sophomore Pathway Program Intern
Online Media Assistant
Summer Leadership Program (Intern)
Business Technology Internship
Business Technology Analyst
Leadership Development Program

3/26
3/31
3/31
3/31
3/31
4/1
4/1
4/1
4/4
4/4

Be sure to check eRecruiting regularly for updates!!!
Visit: http://fairlield.erecruiting.com/er/security/login.jsp
Presentations and Events:
"Careers in Forensic Science"
Wednesday, March 25 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Kelley Center
Learn about careers in forensic science with Dr. Deborah Messina,
Criminalist and Scientific Director, State of CT
Forensic Science Laboratory.
"Landing Your Dream Job with Disney/ESPN"
Thursday, March 26 7:00 - 8:30p.m. Kelley Center
Hear from Disney/ESPN representatives about entry level jobs and internship positions currently available. Bring your resume!
"Backpack to Briefcase" for Seniors!
Tuesday, March 31
6:00-8:00p.m.
Kelley Center
Do you have questions about 'life after Fairfield?' Network with recent
alumni at this wine and cheese event to get your questions answered! Please
RSVP at www.fairfield.edu/backpacktobriefcase.
Drop-In Hours @ The Career Planning Center
Do you have a quick question or want your r£sum£ reviewed?
Fridays 1:30 - 4:00p.m.
Career Planning /Kelley Center

by Paul Simon
I was going to pick a Simon
and Garfunkel song, but I
stood too close to Garfunkel. Then I lost all focus
and motivation...

Ignition
(Remix)
by R. Kelly
Because it wouldn't be a
party without R. Kelly.

UNIVERSITY

Feeling Stressed?
Talk to a Counselor.. .in the QUAD

Wednesdays from 4 - 6pm
Stop in Gonzaga Hall 1st floor study lounge
No appointment needed
Confidential and no charge
COUNSELING & PSYCHOLOGICAL
SERVICES
Dolan Commons
203.254.4000 ext. 2146

Editor: Alexandra Gross

Josh Kenney
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HE said / SHE said

Kristen McManus

Would you rather...
Four years at Fairfield will
teach you a lot of things. It'll
teach you a strong work ethic
and Jesuit values. It will also teach
you how to be a functional human
being in the social environment
that is college and beyond. So
when asked, "Would you rather?"
at a late night drinking game, you'll
have all the right answers.
Go on a blind date or be
a third wheel...
Hypothetically, if
someone asked you if
you'd rather go on a blind
date or be a third wheel,
what would you say?
Though my last blind date
was more than regrettable, I'd have to choose
a but-her-face over being a
third wheel any day.
Skybox or the
Grape...
Another such antinomy
asks which Fairfield bar is superior: Skybox or the Grape. Though
I'm sure many will disagree with
me, I believe the Seagrape to be
highly overrated. Mind you, this
decision is made entirely a priori;
I've never been to the Grape. It's
not out of some idealistic principle, I think the Point's beach

residents would shank me upon
my arrival as result of a certain
debacle last semester.
Besides, Skybox is a chill spot.
It sports a walk-flat view of Post
Road, complete with ample flat
screens, a pool table, dartboards,
some sweet lounge chairs and tasty
burritos. What more could a
guy want? Oh, yes, alcohol.
Well, they have that, too.
Drink beer
or liquor...
The third metaphysical dilemma as
far as choice of drink
is concerned really
depends on the tone
of the evening. On
nights when all we want
to do is get obliterated,
liquor is a much quicker
and efficient killer. But
when all you crave is a
night of Beer Pong and
Flip Cup, a 30 of Coors Light satisfies. Good beer is better reserved
for relaxing lazy summer days.
Speaking of summer, I should
probably make it down to the Beach
as soon as the weather gets nice
so I can ask She Said a few more
Would-You-Rathers? that some
may find a little too offensive.

Go on a blind date or be a
third wheel...When your
"couple friends" (you know
who these people are) ask you to accompany them to dinner, it's probably
because you are sitting on the couch
watching television, alone, with the
lights off to "reduce the electricity
bill." You say "Sure," which means
"Hi! You won't be enjoying any so
of romance this evening, now that
I've decided to make you feel bad
for me." •
Blind dates are just awkward. You size the other person up, wondering why he
slightly resembles the guy
at Jazzman's who hates
getting people theirm
coffee cups. Then, you
realize that he just referenced your Facebook
interests and movies as
"his absolute favorites,
what a coincidence!" You can,
however, stage a "911" and have
your friend call you in the middle of
dinner. Oops, you're fugly!
Skybox or the Grape...
The Grape excels in facilitating
your social endeavors. The bar at the
Grape is in the center of the room. So,
you can easily say "Hey, I'm going to
take a lap," which essentially means

m winter, melt
their heart* with
each Bum Jan

"Get out of my face, I'm finished
with you." It's socially acceptable to
administer a blatant diss. Six degrees
of separation doesn't exist here; it's
three-degrees, and everyone is fair
game. Things get tricky when you
are one degree closer to that guy in
your marketing class and you find
yourself driving to campus with
him the next morning. Not on
purpose - you'd be late if you
went home first.
Drink beer or liquor...
Liquor is the devil's
advocate and main blackout instigator. All the
major guys (Jack,
£
, Jameson, Jose and
? Stolichnaya, the
\cy exchange student)
£ are sneaky playJJL ers. Hard alcohol
***** can also make you
sick: or sleepy, insane, creepy or kinky,
none of which are attractive.
Beer prevents the post-socialization anxiety that results from
waking up with your phone message outbox deleted, a severe liquor-texting faux-pas. What could
you have said that caused you to
delete your outbox? You'll never
know, but he certainly will.
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Idol-izers
ACROSS
1. donkey
4. gas or break
9. irritant
14. soggy
15. believe
16. Ryan Sechrestshow
17. popular pub brew
18. tropical plant
19. loose rocks at a cliff's base
20. first season winner

1

2

3

14
17
20

1

6

5

*

'
"
,.

2f

I

23

■2a
32

33

34

DOWN
1. stops sleeping
2.choose
3. failed Comedy Central show
4. abnormal growth of tissue

41

48

45

■
36

"

1

40

12

13

25

26

Beach House for up to 3 students...
Available for 2009-10 school yearl
"The Blootooth " will be renovated!

Beach House available for Summer 20091

1

"The Mail" on Reef Road

44

"
| Mi

48
55

58
61

30

54

53

11

",.

39

1

42

29
35

^pB

24. from the air
27. to attempt, "take a
at"
28. complete again
31. be jealous
32. formal version 22-down
35. Ralph Lauren brand
37. golly!
38. sixth season winner
41. if by this, it's two
43. Italian currency, today
44. grandma, in Britain
45. circumstance preceder,
sometimes
47. example, for short
49. Finnish village
53. digital preceder
55. relating to a waste pipe
58. second season winner
61. pickling solution
63. give recopition
64. golf tool
65. tall and thin with slender limbs
66. judge prop
67. not his
68. mountain range, or a candy
69. imitative behavior
70. curvy letter

ID

'

22

24

27

23. lunar or solar

1

7

59

1

62

65
68

1

49
56

25. st. (abbrev.)
26. type of soap
29. read-only memory chip, in
computers
30. Homer's exclamation
33. head piece
34. sweage plant remains
36. South American wood

52

Call Brian Uh 521.8611

57

1

66

22. clay used in ceramics

51

60

63

5. massive stories
6. one who makes a call
7. tennis player Kournikova
8. All in the Family creator
Norman
9. sheriff's help, occasionally
10. an extra performance
11. wages
12. compete
13. poetic before
21. country in Africa

50

68

www.lisaderussell.com
64

Clickon'rentals'lo checkout available rental houses!!

I
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38. tropical evergreen tree
39. mine discovery
40. dough action
41. relaxing spot
42. a long time
46. dive into water
48. musical range
50. the act of damaging something
51. dresses worn by Hindu
women
52. people of higher ages
54. follows orders
56. one who draws in
57. strangely
59. language spoken in parts of
India and Burma
60. switch
61. female undergarment
62. jogged faster

CAR WASH
BCC PARKING I.OT

All are welcome

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com

Week a!
03/23/69

Sunday, March 29th at 10am
All process go towards FTJSA

CATCH UP... GET AHEAD...
AT REDUCED TUITION!

Fairfield

Monmouth University is currently accepting applications for summer sessions.
To learn more and to apply, visit us at wvvw.monmouth.edu/summerstudy.

UNIVERSITY

• Summer tuition reduced 15% for all undergraduate courses
• 150 courses in more than 20 majors
• Conveniently located at the Jersey Shore
Session A (4 weeks)

Session B (6 weeks)

Session C {12 weeks)

May 18— June 15

May 26 —July 6

May 26 — August 17

Session D {4 weeks)

Session E {6 weeks)

June 17 — July 14

July 7 — August 17

Two Graduate
Info Sessions
on campus
5:30 - 7:00 pm

TJIsTIVERSITY

"K's*-:. '

where leaders look forward"

2009

Tues., April 7th
- Business

MONMOUTH

^Colleges

- Education & Allied Professions

- American Studies

.I.-'

rBest

s
Wed., April I1st

\ \^ College £

Please RSVP:
,
fairfield.edu/gradinfo

- Communication
- Creative Writing (MFA)
- Engineering
- Mathematics
- Nursing

'tea **

West Long Branch, New Jersey 07764-1898

vvmimonmouth.edu/sumrnersttidy 1 800-543-9671

gradadmis@mail.fairfield.edu, Fairfield, Connecticut, 888.488.6840 | 203.254.41,84
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES.

AFFORDABLE TUITION.

RESPECTED FACULTY.
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I'STAG SHOT OF THE WEEK

;HE SAID IT...

MIRROR

"We 're a better team now than we were
in the beginning of the season, and we 're
a better team this spring than we were in
the fall."
-Men's lacrosse head coach Andy Copelan
assessing his team's early-season progress.

is week In sports

iGAME
JMEN'S LACROSSE

Snellman a star: Back-to-back wins in five days is pretty good, five
goals in two games is better, but the highlight of freshman attackman John
Snellman's week was likely his game-tying goal with 4:44 remaining in
the fourth quarter to force overtime against Penn State likely tops his
week of accomplishments.
For all of those achievements, the Norwalk native was honored as
the ECAC Co-Offensive Player of the Week, the first such designation
of his collegiate career. Nearly 24 hours later, he was honored as the
New England Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association (NEILA) Player of
the Week. Cumulatively, Snellman leads the Stags with 11 goals in just
six games this season.
jSOFTBALL

Return from a rainout: Despite a weekend washout in the Winthrop
Invitational in South Carolina on March 13, Fairfield found success back
at home. First, the Stags topped in-state rival Quinnipiac, 6-4, to end a
two-game losing streak. Meghan Borst led the effort, going three-forfour and adding two RBIs in the victory. Later in the week, in the Stony
Brook Invitational, Fairfield downed Holy Cross, 7-0. Shortstop and
leadoff hitter Kristie Trifiolis had two hits and three RBIs in the victory.
The Stags return to action this coming weekend with a pair of doubleheaders: two at Providence, and then a pair of games on-campus against
Central Connecticut.

;MEN'S TENNIS

A strong start: Lost in the amazing efforts of men's and women's
lacrosse, and the recent strides for baseball and softball, the men's tennis
team continue an remarkable start to their spring season.
This past weekend, the Stags handled Holy Cross and Siena to
improve to 9-0 on the season. In both outings, which occurred on backto-back days, the Stags did not lose a match. Senior Chip Palumbo won
his eleventh consecutive match and continued his undefeated record in
spring competition. Following a Wednesday matinee against Quinnipiac,
the Stags continue Metro Atlantic Athletic (MAAC) play against Rider
and Loyola.

OF

THE WEEK

Men's Lacrosse @ Hobart
Saturday, March 28

Peter Caty/The Mirror
Junior starting pitcher Justin Servino follows through on a
pitch against Siena this past Sunday. Fairfield swept the weekend series against the Saint to improve to 6-9 on the year.

Hobart, winner of five of its first six games,
concludes a daunting week with a weekend
game against the Stags. In the Statesmen's
most recent game against an ECAC team,
Rutgers upset Hobart, 5-4. In the team's last
meeting a season ago, the Statesmen soundly
defeated Fairfield, 12-4 during the Stags' eight
game losing streak. In 2007, Hobart barely
held on for an 11-10 win in Geneva, N.Y.

IMALE STAG-LETE OF THE WEEK
ATHLETE: Mark Skrapits 12
SPORT: Baseball
ACHIEVEMENT: The Stags' standout freshman shortstop continues
to turn heads in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC). Following an impressive weekend against the Saints - Skrapits hit .600 and
added three runs scored and three runs batted in - the Bronx native was
named as the conference's Rookie of the Week. Prior to the sweep of
the Saints, Skrapits also went 2-for-4 against UConn in the Stags' near
upset of their in-state rivals.

FEMALE STAG-LETE OF THE WEEK
ATHLETE: Sarah Minice 11
8fORT: Softball
ACHIEVEMENT: Minice shined in Fairfield's lone victory in the
Stony Brook Invitational Tournament. The sophomore starting pitcher
limited Holy Cross to three hits over a seven shutout inning, leading
Fairfield to a 7-0 win. Minice also struck out 11, and held the Crusaders
to five base runners in the game. Fairfield has won two of its past four
games following a week of rain-out games in the Winthrop Invitational
in South Carolina.

Day one
and your world matters
Day one. It's not just about work. It's about the chance to make a
to connect with a diverse range of people and places around the
interests and we'll help find a way for you to contribute to the thir
very first day, we're committed to helping you achieve your poter
in assurance, tax, transaction or advisory services, shouldn't you

What's next for your future?
Visit ey.com/us/eyinsight and our Facebook page.

100BEST
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MEN'S LACROSSE

Freshmen frenzy
CONTINUED FROM P.
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a season ago.
Immediate results are not new to Cipriano, who was a four-year letter winner
for Herrick High School in New Hyde
Park, N.Y. A second-team Ail-American
in his senior season, Cipriano was a letterwinner in each of his four seasons in net.
Teammates also named him as their most
valuable player in his sophomore, junior
and senior seasons.
Initially, Cipriano was unsure of his
place in the Fairfield roster, let alone potentially earn a starting job from the outset.
"It helped to have a new coach, who
right away said, 'Everyone here has a chance
to play.'" Cipriano said. "I took every practice like it was a game and fell into a groove.
I played really well early (in practice) and in
the spring season"
Now that the real season is underway,
Cipriano's seamless transition has translated
to team success. He has recorded double-digit save efforts in all four wins this season.
"It's definitely been a change, moving
over to the college game," Cipriano said.
"Everything is faster, the game is a lot
quicker. But it's been great to get a few under
my belt right away."
In the Stags' most recent win against
Penn State, Cipriano turned away 22 shots,
- four of which came in the fourth quarter to
help preserve the tie.
WiThat was probably our biggest game of
the year so far," Cipriano said of the win.

Rookie goalkeeper Cipriano one of several newcomers turning
Fairfield into a legitimate contender

top the high-mark for any Fairfield goalie
a year ago (junior Joe Marra led the team
with three last season), but also tie the best
start to a goalkeeper's career in program
history.
In 2005, Mike Kruger '07 won four of
his first six career starts in his sophomore
season. Kruger was in net for the team's
eventual Great Western Lacrosse League
(GWLL) championship and appearance in
the NCAA Tournament.
Ironically, Kruger and the Stags beat
Penn State, 11 -10, in overtime in Happy Valley that season prior to a road game against
Hobart, the exact same schedule Cipriano
and Fairfeld faces this season. Kruger held
the Statesmen to eight goals in the game and
led Fairfield to an 11-8 victory.
Despite his recent success, Cipriano
is staying focused as the upcoming ECAC
schedule and the task at hand.
"We've really looking forward to it,"
Cipriano said of Saturday's game against
Hobart. "Coach (Copelan) says it all the time
and really drives it home that we're the only
team in the conference that controls our own
destiny. If we win out, we have a chance to
Peter Caty/The Mirror
get
back to the NCAA Tournament.
Freshman goalkeeper Charlie Cipriano (above, #25) and the Stags have won two consecutive
"To even have a chance at that is huge,"
games heading into a crucial matchup against No. 17 Hobart this Saturday.
Cipriano added.
Much like Fairfield, Cipriano's strong second rookie award and third conference
Copelan echoed similar themes.
start is beginning to garner national attention acknowledgment this season. Cipriano was
"I think obviously winning is important
within the athletic community.
also named Defensive Player of the Week and everybody puts a lot of stock in that,
This past week, the freshman was following the Stags' win over Delaware on certainly me more than anybody," Copelan
named the Eastern College Athletic Con- Feb. 21.
said. "Right now, though, we just have to
ference (ECAC) Rookie of the Week, his
Individually, his four victories not only focus on continuous improvement."

Despiite loss to Dartmouth,
Coleman continues to
impress
BY TOM CLEARY

Last year Kristen Coleman came out of nowhere:
A freshman, leading the
MAAC in scoring, an unlikely star on a veteran
Stags team.
But this year, there is
no excuse for opponents to
forget about Coleman, especially after the way many
teams were burned by her
last season.
Her head coach, Mike
Waldvogel, has said that
Coleman has become even
more important this year,
as teams now focus on her
and draw openings for teammates. Even that has not
slowed Coleman's success,
as again she is the team's
leader in both goals and
points (23 goals, 29 points
in seven games).
Fairfield, like last
year, is off to a fast start,
with a 6-2 record and a
losses only Yale and No.
17 Dartmouth.
Meanwhile, senior
teammate Rebecca White
has benefited greatly from
the added pressure that
Coleman puts on opponents.
White already has 24 goals
and is on pace to blow by
her career-high 29 goals that
she scored a year ago.
As for Coleman,

she has earned the
MAAC Player of the
Week award just once
this season, which
is normally a great
accomplishment,
but appears meager
compared to the 10
awards she earned
in her rookie year.
Coleman arrived at
Fairfield after a highly successful career
at Holy Cross High
School in Potomac,
Md. She scored 85
goals and recorded
40 assists in her
final year at Holy
Cross, earning a 2007
Kaela Tlerney/The Mirror
U.S. Lacrosse High Sophomore midfielder Kristen Coleman continues to impress
School All-American in her second collegiate season.
highest total in MAAC tournament, which would
honorable mention
nod and multiple regional history and was the eighth- be their first in program
highest total in the nation. history. That will come
awards.
Success has followed Her 90 points was seventh only with a victory in the
MAAC tournament, a goal
Coleman since she began highest in the NCAA.
Coleman has quickly the team set to begin this
in high school, following
up an 18-2 season in her risen through the Fairfield season and hopes to reach
senior year at Holy Cross, record books, setting single- after last year's devastatwith another 18-2 season, season goal and assist re- ing loss to Marist in the
this time at the college level cords last year. She already championship.
ranks sixth in program hisThe Stags start their
in Fairfield.
Coleman scored 68 tory in goals with 91 in her MAAC season with two
goals and recorded 22 as- career and holds the seventh games on the road, and
sists for the Stags, result- all-time record with 119 then return home on April 3
for a matchup with Marist,
ing in Metro Atlantic Ath- career points.
But a truly successful possibly the most important
letic Conference (MAAC)
Player and Rookie of the season for Coleman will game of the regular season
Year honors. Her 4.74 only come if the Stags for the Stags.
goals per game is the sixth make a trip to the NCAA

A chat with Kristen
BY JANELLE CECCO

Sophomore Kristen Coleman knew since her junior
year of high school that Fairfield University would be
the place where she would excel as a Division I Lacrosse
player. She has proven her superb
skills so far, earning three major
MAAC titles in 2008: Player of
the Year, Rookie of the Year, FirstTeam All MAAC and Fairfield
Freshman Athlete of the Year.
The Mirror: What is the biggest challenge you face both on
and off the field this season?
Kristen Coleman: I have
a lot of expectations on and off
COLEMAN
the field. Because of our success
as a team and individuals, there is a lot of pressure. I
have three more years left and it's difficult knowing I
have to not only live up to my performance last year
but exceed it.
TM: Do you think female athletes get as much
acclamation as male athletes?
KC: No, they do not. But I think that the men's
sports tend to be more interesting to watch through the
eyes of spectators.
TM: If you were on death row, what would your
last meal be?
KC: (pause) A grilled cheese and fries with ketchup.
I hope to never be on death row.
TM: If you had a time machine, what historical time
would you want to see?
KC: I would go see dinosaurs.
TM: If you could be an animal, what would you
be and why?
KC: I would be a dolphin because they are so beautiful and they travel in packs with their family. Everyone
likes dolphins - they swim and jump and they kill sharks
which eat people, and I love dolphins.
TM: Do you like to sing in the shower?
KC: Yes, I like to sing all the time.
jf o CONTINUE READING, LOG ONTO:
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Fairfield outfielder Ryan Furbeck slides in safely during the Stags' 10-8 win against Siena this past Saturday. The Stags have now won four consecutive home games.

Baseball caps big week with home win over Sacred Heart
BY KEITH CONNORS

Five straight losses to start the
season. Four one-run defeats. Near-upsets of Big East
powerhouses
Connecticut and
St. John's. It was
only a matter of
time before luck
found its way
into the Fairfield
dugout.
Maybe all
ROBERTSON
the Fairfield
baseball team needed was a little
home-cooking.
On Tuesday afternoon, the Stags
defeated crosstown rival Sacred Heart,
3-2, at Alumni Diamond. That win came
only two days later after the Stags swept
Siena in three consecutive games, winning the team's first conference games.
Fairfield has now won four consecutive games, all in a span of five
days. The team has also won five of its
past seven games.
Spurring the Fairfield win over
Sacred Heat was freshman starting
pitcher Sam Robertson, who threw
eight sterling innings and limited
the Pioneers to three hits and five
baserunners en route to his first win
of the season.
Robertson, who struck out a
career-high ten batters, held Sacred
Heart hitless through the first 11 at-bats
before finally giving up a hit. On the
day, the Ridgefield, Conn, native held

the Pioneers scorelees in all but one of
his eight innings.
Aside from the home field advantage, Fairfield's pitching may be the
driving force between the team's recent
surge. Collectively, the Stags have held
the opposition to four runs or less in four
of the team's last seven games.
Robertson joins a trio of juniors,
Rob Gariano, Kevin Fico and Scott Gussaroff and senior Doug Ciallella in the
starting rotation. All four have gained
valuable experience over the past three
years; which is finally starting to pay off
for the Stags.
With the exception of a 10-8 victory this past Sunday, Fairfield pitching
held Siena to just five runs over two
games in the teams' doubleheader on
March 21.
After a rocky first inning in which
Siena jumped out to a two-run lead, junior starter Rob Gariano rebounded and
held Siena scoreless for seven innings.
In fact, the right-hander did not allow a
hit in four of his next five innings following the Saints' two-run first.
Senior Dan Gallagher finished the
game in relief of Gariano, adding to the
Fairfield bullpen's recent success. Over
the team's past four games, the bullpen
has combined for only one earned run
in 3 1/3 inning.
The Stags won all four of
those games.
In the second game of the twogame set, Fico threw a complete game
and limited the Saints to just three hits
over seven innings.

Cumulatively, Fairfield has recorded an earned run average of 4.32,
limiting the opposition to a .207 batting average and 12 earned runs over
25 innings.
Robertson, who also threw a quality
start on Mar. 16 against UConn, is one
of several freshman that has developed
into a key contributor. In addition to
Robertson and relief pitcher Scott Warwick, freshman shortstop Mark Skrapits
is developing into one of Fairfield's most
consistent threats in the lineup.
Skrapits, a Bronx native who was
recently named the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) Rookie of the
Week for the second consecutive week,
has started every game this season and
has taken advantage of the opportunity.
As of Tuesday's game against Sacred
Heart, the rookie boasted a .376 batting
average, third on the team, and tied for
the overall lead in runs batted in with 12,
joining sophomore Tucker Nathans and
fellow freshman Ryan Furbeck.
Most recently, Skarpits torched
Siena in the first three games of his
collegiate career, collecting six hits in
ten at-bats and four RBIs.
The Stags look to continue
the winning trend on the road this
weekend in a three-game set with
University of Maryland, Baltimore
County (UMBC).
The Retrievers, who have lost
two of their previous five games,
face in-state rival Maryland prior to
the doubleheader against the Stags on
Saturday afternoon.

llNSIDES PORTS: COLEMANA YOUNG VETERAN FOR WOMEN'S LACROSSE P. 15;

Cipriano shines as men's
Lacrosse surges into showdown with Hobart
BY KEITH CONNORS

Sixty grueling minutes had passed. As the final horn
blared and the seconds expired, the entire team - offense
and defense, seniors and freshman- celebrated near the end
line to congratulate the unlikeliest of heroes.
"It isn't always easy to throw someone to the wolves
like that," head coach Andy Copelan joked of freshman
goalkeeper Charlie Cipriano, who saved five shots in the
game's final minutes to preserve a 10-9 season-opening victory over Delaware, the first of his collegiate career.
"But we've come to expect performances out of that
from him," Copelan added.
It turns out performances like that are becoming the
norm, and Copelan's rookie goalkeeper is beginning to
boast the look of a team leader and one of the conference's
top goalkeepers.
Cipriano, who has been credited with a victory in all
four games this season, has been the ultimate catalyst for
Fairfield's early-season success. In only career six starts, the
freshman from Williston Park, N.Y., has guided Fairfield
to a 4-2 start, which matches the program's win total from
SEE "FRESHMAN

"

ON P.

15

WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR
Saturday
@ No. 17 Hobart
Sat., Mar. 28, Noon
H.J. McCooey Field
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